
Specimen Description: Sample quality is optimum for the test.

HCVGenotyping not possible as the viral load is less then detectable limits.

PleaseNote : Although all precautions are taken during RNA tests the currently available data indicate that the
technical error rate for all types of RNA analysis is approximately 2%. It is important that all
clinicians or persons requesting RNA diagnostic tests are aware of these data before acting upon these
results.
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HEPATITIS C VIRUS QUANTITATIVE REPORT

METHODOLOGY: Real time Polymerase Chain Reaction.
TEST RESULT DETECTION LIMITHCV Quantitative Real Time - PCR Less than detectable limits 35 IU/ml plasma

CLINICAL BACKGROUNDThe quantitative HCV RNA test is generally checked before a patient starts treatment. For each patient, the result can bedescribed as either a "high" viral load, which is usually >800,000 IU/ml, or a "low" viral load, which is usually <800,000 IU/ml.Knowing the viral load before starting treatment is useful because patients with "high" viral loads can have a difficult timegetting the virus to become completely undetectable on treatment. Patients with "low" viral loads have a better chance ofgetting their virus to become completely undetectable on treatment. This test is also used to monitor a patient who is currentlyon treatment. The response to treatment is considered good when the quantitative HCV RNA measurement drops and the viruseventually becomes completely undetectable.
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